hen approached by the editorial staff at ATG to organize a special issue, a number of topics starting running through our heads. "Media Use in the Classroom" was one of many themes considered, and ultimately a general consensus lead to the decision that this is a conversation worth having. The loose term "media," and everything that falls under the umbrella of the word, has far-reaching effects throughout life as we know it. Mobile connectivity is on the rise, and face-to-face communication is becoming sparse; changing every component in the way we approach learning and instruction.
Once our theme was chosen, the question lingered: Who will we invite to author these articles? How many different perspectives could be offered and what sort of direction could this theme take? And, most importantly, is this topic of interest to librarians and educators alike?
To our delight, these questions were quickly answered -as we approached librarians and educators to author these insightful articles, we found that not only do they find this topic to be of great importance, but they are actively committed to using thoughtful and incisive methods in bringing media and all its many uses and forms into the education space -promoting student use for more productive and active learning in higher education spaces, and also figuring out how librarians and instructors can harness its power in (or sometimes outside of) the classroom. Media is everywhere. Its infiltration into education spaces is only a natural progression and extension as more and more people interact, contribute, and consume in the "media" space. Online learning platforms, organizations, and social media sites are increasingly available, allowing for widespread connections and sharing of knowledge and experience. But this raises a multitude of interesting questions on moderation, filters, understanding data as we see it, its uses… and so on. In this age of innovation, educators are faced with a new set of challenges to captivate and engage today's students, while imparting certain sets of information skills. Librarians, as information literacy specialists, are integral in this evolu-12 Against the Grain / September 2014 <http://www.against-the-grain.com> tion of practical research skills and learning experiences.
This issue features articles encompassing a broad range of topics, challenges, and studies; examining how librarians are working in the education space, and actively engaging in and facilitating the use of media. Articles cover the relationship between faculty and librarians; how librarians can aid in the creation of effective instructional models; the development of information literacy and uses of video streaming or social media; as well as methods for integrating library resources into the physical classroom and also for distance learners.
These articles represent research and experience from a number of highly-respected professionals in the field who have contributed to a number of scholarly works published by IGI Global as well as numerous other international academic publishers.
Without further ado, we're proud to present these selected articles for this month's special issue:
"Multimodal Literacy and Why it Matters: A Brief Overview" authored by Samantha Hines, Head Librarian at Missoula College at the University of Montana, focuses widely on issues surrounding online library services, information literacy instruction, and library middle management. Her piece eloquently tackles an introduction to multimodal literacy: what it is and what it means for librarians and their users, how consumption of multimodal content affects "library land" (we love that term!), and how librarians can move forward and adapt discoverability of these resources in the library.
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In "The Flipped Classroom and Media for Library Instruction," Diane Fulkerson, Director of Information Commons and Assistant Librarian at the University of Florida Sarasota-Manatee, focuses on how new technologies provide librarians with opportunities to enhance their library instruction by incorporating media, and how the flipped classroom model offers the unique solution of pushing for review, self-learning, and discovery outside the classroom, while transforming the classroom into an active and reflective learning and meeting space.
Denise Garofalo, Systems and Catalog Services Librarian at Mount Saint Mary College in Newburgh, NY, reviews information literacy instruction through the lens of the personal librarian pilot program for students in ENG 101 classes in her article, "Connecting with Students: Information Literacy and Personal Librarians." With a short amount of time and a big amount of drive, the librarians at MSMC were able to assemble a unique experience for English 101 classes, and laid the ground work for future versions of the PL program as well as potential expansion. Her article offers practical reflection and thoughts for the coming years.
Ari Sigal, Reference and Instruction Librarian, and Staci Wilson, Director of Library Services, both from Catawba Valley Community College, continue the conversation of embedded librarianship in "Extending Our Reach: Enhanced Library Instruction in a Community College through Information Literacy Instruction and Embedded Librarianship." Information literacy and library instruction have become so integral to the contribution of librarians, and especially so for those in academic settings, that they constitute a vital part of a librarian's professional personae. There is also the consideration of accreditation when developing these types of programs, the need for appropriate assignments, and what is done in class or for distance education students.
In addition to a focus on information literacy and librarians situating themselves directly into the classroom, in "Patron-Driven Access to Streaming Video: Profile of Kanopy Streaming," Assistant Professor Julie DeCesare of Providence College, provides a thoughtful assessment on the use and collection of video content in education. Her study admits that streaming video is one of the more complicated areas to collect in, but the breadth of content, flexibility of licensing, availability of user tools, and transparency of usage and statistics, although challenging, provide great reward.
And lastly, from the international perspective: "The Library's Role in Social Networking Site Use in Education" is a terrific piece on the use of social media written by Professor Gorg Mallia, Faculty of Media and Knowledge Sciences, University of Malta, Malta. Traditionally, the library has been the constant referral point in anything related to education. To increase the use of human capital, how can libraries adopt media to become the "Library 2.0" and maintain its place as a resource for the classroom in a media-driven society? How can librarians become 'education partners' -working within the context of Web 2.0 applications, particularly SNS, to support formal educators and those who seek informal, independent learning? Relevant -"This crisis is most stark for libraries that collect music recordings. Online distribution networks -such as Amazon's MP3 Store, Apple's iTunes, and Google's Play -are quickly becoming the only outlets to purchase music." In order to confront this, the University of Washington Libraries (UW) and the Music Library Association (MLA) are in the process of conducting an IMLS funded project titled, "National Forum on Online-Only Music: 21Century Sound Recording Collection in Crisis." As part of this project expert consultants will be hired, there sill be three National Forum meetings, and the group will be developing approaches to the issues including a licensing scenario by which libraries may purchase and provide access to online-only music. The meetings will bring together stakeholders who possess complementary perspectives on the issue, librarians, music industry representatives, online distributors, music publicists, attorneys, policy experts, scholars and other library users. By working together in a collaborative atmosphere, they aim to hone strategies for moving forward and, it is hoped, negotiate a solution whereby libraries can purchase, own, and provide access to online-only distributed titles.
http://guides.lib.washington.edu/imls2014
Mark Herring in the September print issue of ATG (p.38, "The True University these Days…") brings eBooks (I vote for eBooks because the word Book is the important, operative word) into this crisis when he points to the problems that many libraries are encountering when attempting to lend eBooks, the technicality that they … um … do not own them, the eBooks are just leased to them. Oh well. Like I always say, if you really want a book forever, you need to get it in print! The article by Matthew Revitt (p. 73, "Curating Collective Collections -The Maine Way with Shared Print for Monographs") is definitely relevant. To assure interlibrary loan cooperation, one member of a consortium of libraries should be sure to maintain a print copy of a book to assure that interlibrary loan is possible. By the way, a huge thanks to the diligent Bob Kieft who is taking over this column from Sam Demas who I believe is sailing in Greece somewhere?! I have never been to Maine. Have you? My son-in-law and pregnant (! Yes! except guess when the due date is -ta da -November 4! Oops!) daughter recently visited Maine and had such a wonderful time that they are wishing they could buy a summer home up there. So do I so I could visit! I must mention the article in this issue by Michael Pelikan (p.62, "The Vanishing Pervasive Network"). I never will forget when Rosann Bazirjian who was then the main director of the Charleston Conference (Rosann recommended Beth Bernhardt to me when she had to take the job at UNC-G) but I digress. Rosann nominated Michael Pelikan for one of our plenary speakers. I believe that was in 2003? And I remember that Michael gave a great paper about mules and buggy whips and made some predictions that have come true. Michael's articles are always provocative Rumors from page 8 tion of practical research skills and learning experiences.
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